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FALL 2016

AN INSIDE LOOK AT YOUR CEDARVILLE INVESTMENT

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS.

KINGDOM OPPORTUNITIES.
THOMAS WHITE

I first learned about Samantha* when she was
a sophomore student. She had a class taught
by my wife along with Erin Shaw, Instructor of
Women’s Ministry, and another class taught by
Mindy May, Director of Student Development.
Samantha has a good head on her shoulders and loves
the Lord, but she comes from an unbelieving home. Not
supportive of her faith and facing their own financial
challenges, Samantha’s parents stopped helping pay
for her Cedarville education. Last year, she got up every
day at 5:30 a.m. to work on our custodial team before
classes. She was willing to work three jobs during the
summer, if that is what it took. Even with that work ethic,
and the fact that she was planning to serve as a Resident
Assistant in Printy the following year, Samantha could
not find a way to make Cedarville financially affordable.
That is where you come in as donors. Giving to
the Cedarville Scholarship Fund makes it possible
for someone like Samantha — who works hard,
loves the Lord, and has a passion to see her family
accept the Gospel — attend a place like Cedarville.
She even had the opportunity to serve as a camp
counselor at Lake Ann Camp during the summer,
where she ministered to young girls. She feels called
to women’s ministry where she will spend the rest
of her life serving God and ministering to others.
Ensuring that Cedarville is accessible to excellent students
like Samantha is why we have redeployed the Cedarville
Society as the President’s Society. Not only does it allow
me to make sure you are informed on all that is going on
at Cedarville, but it also maintains a focus on scholarships.
After all, missing out on students like Samantha is missing
a Kingdom opportunity to allow a student to experience
the 1,000 days we offer, as we train men and women
to live out their vocational calling for Christ.
Each of you that gives to scholarships at Cedarville
is part of a movement. A movement of students,
faculty, and staff who want to change the world
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the glory

of God. A movement of a generation that
will literally engage culture all over the
world, standing with compassionate
conviction for the Word of God and
the Testimony of Jesus Christ. If
you haven’t already, I ask you
to pray about joining our
President’s Society, to make
sure Cedarville is accessible
to as many students as
possible. To learn more,
please visit cedarville.
edu/presidentssociety.
As always, thank you
for your prayers and
support as we aim to
stand firm for the
Word of God and
the Testimony of
Jesus Christ.
*The student’s
name has been
changed to
protect her
identity.

ARIANA’S JOURNEY TO CEDARVILLE

ARIANA COULES
MAJOR: Early Childhood Education
GRAD YEAR: 2017
ACTIVITIES: Intramural Frisbee

Ariana is a senior early childhood education
major who loves playing Frisbee in the rain
and spending time with people. Relationships
are very important to her. She is excited
to do her student teaching next semester
and put into practice so many of the things
that she has learned from her professors.

God opened the door for Ariana to
attend Cedarville through scholarships.
To donors she said, “Thank you! You are
giving in faith that God will use your
gift. Donors are such a blessing in our
lives!” She is grateful that “people are
giving of themselves so I can be here.”

Ariana knew that she wanted to go to a
Christian college. She also knew that it would
take God’s hand working in her life to make it
happen. She grew up in Southern France as
the daughter of a missionary pastor, and there
were no Christian colleges in France. Ariana’s
parents graduated from Cedarville, so she was
familiar with the school, but it wasn’t until her
older brother enrolled that she had her first
chance to visit campus. She knew from that
first visit that she wanted to attend Cedarville.

Ariana wants to someday teach in an urban
area or to underprivileged children, especially
in a Latina culture. She wants to invest in
the lives of children in areas where positive
influences are scarce. “There are so many
children who need good teachers who are
a good influence. Bringing the Gospel …
there is an opportunity there,” she said.

Ariana’s first impression of Cedarville was
that the people were nice and that while
everyone strove for excellence, it did not get
in the way of relationships. When preparing
to attend college, she was so sure about her
decision to attend Cedarville that she made
the daring move to not apply anywhere else.
She knew that this was where God wanted
her, except for one hurdle — finances.

YOUR GIFTS HELP
TRANSFORM THE LIVES OF
INDIVIDUALS LIKE ARIANA.

The President’s Society
Generosity that transforms lives for godly service, vocational distinction,
and cultural engagement

Your investment as a President’s Society member goes directly to
scholarships, allowing us to train students to stand for the Word of God
and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
Young Alumni Circle:

Membership Circle:

Leadership Circle:

§§ $250–$750 annually
based on graduation year

§§ $1,000 annually

§§ $10,000 annually

To pursue membership, email presidentssociety@cedarville.edu,
connect at cedarville.edu/presidentssociety, or call 937-766-3645.

EDUCATIONAL E XCELLENCE
		WITH SPIRITUAL GROWTH
		

RANDY ’93 AND SARAH (GOOD) SOUTHWELL ’93

were brought into my life.” It was through
Randy is a second generation Cedarville
Cedarville’s Missions Conference during his
graduate. His parents met in Dr. Spencer’s
freshman year that God first called him to
English Lit class and graduated in 1970.
missions, and he is thankful that it was at
Randy studied international studies with an
Cedarville that God led him “to the one who
emphasis on social science. His wife, Sarah,
I get to share this life and journey with.”
also has family ties to Cedarville; her sister
was a freshman when Randy’s parents were
As Randy recounted his favorite memories
students at Cedarville. Sarah graduated in
of his time at Cedarville, there were many
1993 with
classic Cedarville
a degree in
moments, such
elementary
as eating pizza
education.
with friends at
CEDARVILLE WAS CRUCIAL IN MY SPIRITUAL
Colonial’s and
After graduating
FORMATION THROUGH BIBLE CLASSES,
playing Frisbee
from Cedarville,
golf at John
CHAPEL, AND AMAZING FRIENDS WHO
Randy attended
Bryan State Park.
Grand Rapids
WERE BROUGHT INTO MY LIFE.”
But, his favorite
Theological
memories were
Seminary where
of his time
he earned
with the guys
a Master of
he lived with in the basement of The Hill,
Divinity degree. Soon after, Randy and Sarah
who he affectionately calls “the Basement
moved to southern Brazil to begin serving as
Boys.” They were a group of guys that built
church-planting missionaries. They currently
into each other’s lives as students, and
minister through church planting, leadership
they still get together on a yearly basis.
training, sports and youth ministry, as well as
a coffee house that serves college students
Randy and Sarah have four children. Their
in a very unreached region of Brazil.
two oldest are current students at Cedarville.
God used Cedarville to shape Randy and
Sarah’s lives and set them on a trajectory of
knowing and serving God. Randy said of his
time at Cedarville, “Cedarville was crucial
in my spiritual formation through Bible
classes, chapel, and amazing friends who

Victoria is a senior nursing major and Elaina is
a sophomore studying social work. Randy and
Sarah were not sure if it would be financially
feasible to send their daughters to Cedarville,
but because of scholarships from generous
donors, their daughters are enjoying the

same lifechanging
education they
experienced
years ago.
Cedarville
made a big
impact on
Randy and
Sarah’s lives,
as well as
their parents,
siblings, aunts,
uncles, and
cousins who
also attended Cedarville. They are grateful
that the family tradition is now passing
to their children. When Randy and Sarah’s
12-year-old son talks about attending
Cedarville and playing soccer for the men’s
team, they are excited for him to experience
the same life transformation at Cedarville.
Randy is thankful for the generous donors
who gave to allow his children to attend
Cedarville. “Thank you so much for your
generosity that helps my kids afford
Cedarville University,” he said. It was such a
great experience for me and my wife, and
we truly believe there are few other places
that offer educational excellence combined
with an opportunity for spiritual growth.”

AN ACT OF FAITH
Natalie’s decision to come to Cedarville was an act of faith. The night before the national college
declaration day, she had not yet chosen where she would go. She was debating between four
colleges, and ultimately chose Cedarville because of the scholarships she was offered, as well as
the fact that it had two of the majors she wanted to pursue.
For Natalie, choosing Cedarville was a “God thing.” She knew about Cedarville because her parents
and brother attended Cedarville, but she wasn’t sure it was the right place for her. But, now that
she is at Cedarville, she is convinced that there is no place like Cedarville to learn and grow.
Since childhood Natalie wanted to be a part of missions. She took several missions trips during
high school, both abroad and in the United States. It was while on missions trips overseas to
Nicaragua and Panama that she realized God had gifted her for missions work and translating.
Without the scholarships she was offered, Natalie would not have chosen Cedarville.
Receiving scholarships has allowed her to rigorously pursue her passion for
missions in the future, without incurring significant debt in the present.
Natalie is thankful for everyone who gave so she could be equipped to make a Gospel impact
wherever the Lord calls her. She said of donors, “They are helping students financially, but
also spiritually. Cedarville affects students’ spiritual growth for the rest of their lives.”

NATALIE COIRO
MAJOR: Linguistics and Intercultural Studies
GRAD YEAR: 2019
ACTIVITIES: CLC in Printy (RA assistant), The Barn
(an outreach ministry to youth)

